


Kings (Brooklyn) County:

The neighborhoods of Sunset Park, Bensonhurst, and Sheepshead Bay should be kept
together in the same state senate district.

Bensonhurst and Sheepshead Bay should NOT be divided and Bensonhurst,
Sheepshead Bay and Bath Beach should NOT be placed with Staten Island in the same
congressional district.

Manhattan Chinatown and Sunset Park Brooklyn should be kept together in the same
congressional district.

Queens County:

Flushing should remain whole in the same assembly district with minor adjustments to
the Southern border as outlined in the oral testimony of Rehan Mehmood (South Asian
Council for Social Services-SACSS).  Flushing should remain whole in one
congressional district and be the epicentre of at least one majority Asian American state
senate district.

Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park should be kept intact in one assembly district and
state senate district.

Elmhurst, Jackson Heights, and Woodside should be kept whole at all legislative district
levels and legally compliant majority Asian American assembly districts be created
reflecting the growth in the APA community and community of interest between these
neighborhoods.

The neighborhoods of Bellerose/Floral Park/Glen Oaks/Queens Village, Jamaica Hills,
and Briarwood should be kept whole at all legislative district levels.

Bayside/Auburndale should be kept whole and together at all legislative district levels.

New York County:

Manhattan's Chinatown must be kept whole in any legislative district formed.

Manhattan Chinatown and Sunset Park Brooklyn should be kept together in the same
congressional district.

Bronx County:

The Asian American community in Parkchester, Westchester Square, and Castle Hill
should be kept together at all legislative district levels.
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Thank you for giving our task force members an opportunity to testify at the first round
of public hearings.  We hope you will seriously reflect our concerns above in your
drawing of congressional and state redistricting lines. If you have any questions
regarding the above, please contact Elizabeth R. OuYang, coordinator, APA VOICE
Redistricting Task Force at lizouyang@gmail.com.

Sincerely,

John Park, Executive Director Thomas Yu, Co-Executive Director
Sandra Choi, Civic Participation Manager Asian Americans for Equality
MinKwon Center for Community Action 2 Allen Street
133-29 4lst Avenue, Suite 202 New York, New York 10002
Flushing, New York 11355

Sudha Acharya, Executive Director Brianna Cea, President
South Asian Council for Social Services OCA-NY Asian Pacific American Advocates
143-06 45th Ave P.O. Box 3233
Flushing, New York 11355 New York, New York 10008

Kevin Cho, Assistant Director Aminta Kilawan-Narine, Founder & Director
Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York, Inc.          South Queens Women’s March
203-05 32nd Avenue 84-39 153rd Ave, Unit 6A
Bayside, NY 11361 Jamaica, New York 11414

Rachelle Ocampo Mon Yuck Yu
National Federation of Filipino American Associations Executive Vice-President and Chief of Staff
New York Chapter Academy of Medical and Public Health Services

5306 3rd Avenue, 2nd Floor
Brooklyn, New York 11220
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Ramdat Singh, Director of Civic Engagement Jaclyn Reyes, Organizer
Caribbean Equality Project Little Manila Queens Bayanihan Arts
P.O. Box 200248 Queens, New York
Queens, New York 11420

Annetta Seecharan, Executive Director Jerry Vattamala, Director of Democracy Program
Chhaya Community Development Corporation Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund
37-43 77th Street, #2 99 Hudson Street, 12th Floor
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 New York, New York 10013

Mae Lee, Executive Director Don Lee, Executive Director
Chinese Progressive Association Homecrest
230 Grand Street, Room 504 1413 Avenue T
New York, New York 10013 Brooklyn, New York

Wayne Ho, President and CEO John Albert, Founder
Chinese American Planning Council Taking Our Seat
150 Elizabeth Street 176-84 80th Road
New York, New York 10012 Jamaica, New York 11432

Tirtho Dutta, Program Coordinator
Shetu, Inc.
72-24 Broadway, 4th Floor
Jackson Heights, New York 11372

4

APAVOICE



 

ASIAN AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATION FUND  
99 HUDSON STREET, 12th FL • NEW YORK, NY 10013 • TEL • www.aaldef.org •

 

 

 

  

 

Via Email 

 

August 17, 2021 

 

New York State Independent Redistricting Commission 

 

RE: AALDEF Asian American Neighborhood Boundaries in New York City 
 

Dear Commissioners:  

 

Please find below, links to Asian American Neighborhood Boundaries in New York City 

submitted by the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF).  We will 

provide additional documents and submissions throughout the redistricting/mapping process to 

assist in developing and analyzing district configurations and their impact on Asian American 

communities of interest. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 

  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

     

Jerry Vattamala  

Director, Democracy Program   

Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         
 

ASIAN AMERICAN NEIGHBORHOOD BOUNDARIES IN  

NEW YORK CITY 
 

Queens 
 

Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/da8a3b80-facd-4549-97b7-2ccebf0e6bff 

 

Ozone Park 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/f2200a52-04d6-43d8-8e3a-6f9a90263b7a 

 

Elmhurst 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/66c859ed-9519-42f2-80bd-f4f490c041f9 

 

Jackson Heights 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/e549c657-9b12-4a25-a4a2-f245fabc1592 

 

Woodside 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/9c9ab0d1-10f6-4c07-8675-0e6be689f405 

 

Flushing 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/3a0c4c49-4c6f-450b-9b6b-cf2bba0309d5 

 

Bayside/Auburndale 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/b9e7cdbf-2d49-4435-b683-48b4669bc6c5 

 

Oakland Gardens 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/431ee4e2-c96a-46e2-aae6-3b382bc4cf74 

 

Floral Park-Queens Village-Bellerose-Glen Oaks 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/1c3dc904-8c89-4dc8-98fc-3d8173e3390d 

 

Briarwood 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/bef8d7f9-3ad7-49ea-9758-48641fbde424 

 

 



         
 

Jamaica Hills 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/2b8b8b5c-f510-4a3f-ad36-5ffb245eecf8 

 

 

Brooklyn 
 

Sunset Park 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/7e73f20d-b5fa-4b9a-a36b-1fb09ddcd22b 

 

Bensonhurst 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/adac6af8-42a0-4c4c-bdca-51e94b780ef0 

 

Sheepshead Bay 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/d9ed604e-3516-4ce1-80b5-2318af63cc5b 

 

 

Manhattan 
 

Chinatown/Lower East Side 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/8250a51f-5e3e-463d-8aee-d20be9b349b6 

 

 

The Bronx 
 

Parkchester-Westchester Square-Castle Hill 

 

https://www.representable.org/submission/326d4e63-15cb-4f22-9f42-d19b93f60ff5 

 







Federal Data Collection on Religion

• Collection of data in the 19th century was
restricted to questions asked of ministers and
other religious leaders as part of the decennial
censuses

• Census of Religious Bodies was established as
a stand alone census to be taken every 10
years starting in 1906, and continued until 1946

• As part of the Current Population Survey in
1957, individuals were asked about their
religious affiliation, but responses were not
tabulated
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Federal Data Collection on Religion (cont’d)

• Increasing controversy in the 1950s and 1960s:
• Questions on religion in a mandatory

census
• Negative impact on overall census

response

• Plans to include questions on religion in 1960
and 1970 Censuses never materialized

• A 1976 law now prohibits asking questions
about “religious beliefs or to membership in a
religious body”

3

Debbie Almontaser- Emgage



Collection of Data on Religion: Adherents

• The Association of Statisticians of American
Religious Bodies sponsors the collection of
data on the number of “adherents.”

• For 2010: “Approximately how many Muslims
are associated in any way with the religious life
of your masjid? Please include adults and
children, as well as both regular and irregular
participants.”

• More information: http://www.rcms2010.org/
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Definition Used in this Analysis

• Used data from the American Community
Survey (ACS)

• Persons with a place of birth, ancestry, or
specified race from nations where Muslims
constituted at least 25 percent of the total
population

• This method is indirect and subject to a number
of limitations, which are important to take into
account when attempting to use these data to
make decisions
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Countries* Used to Estimate the Muslim Population

* Countries where Muslims constituted at least 25 percent

of the total population were included in the estimate

• Afghanistan
• Albania
• Algeria
• Azerbaijan
• Bahrain
• Bangladesh
• Bosnia and Herzegovina
• Brunei
• Burkina Faso
• Chad
• Comoros
• Djibouti
• Egypt
• Eritrea
• Ethiopia
• Gambia
• Guinea
• Guinea Bissau
• Indonesia
• Iran
• Iraq
• Ivory Coast
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• Jordan
• Kazakhstan
• Kosovo
• Kuwait
• Kyrgyzstan
• Lebanon
• Libya
• Macedonia
• Malaysia
• Maldives
• Mali
• Mauritania
• Mayotte
• Morocco
• Niger
• Nigeria
• Oman
• Pakistan
• Palestinian territories
• Qatar
• Saudi Arabia
• Senegal

• Sierra Leone
• Somalia
• Sudan
• Syria
• Tajikistan
• Tanzania
• Tunisia
• Turkey
• Turkmenistan
• United Arab Emirates
• Uzbekistan
• Western Sahara
• Yemen

Source: Pew Research Center, 2011

Table: Muslim Population by Country

Population Division-New York City Department of City Planning
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Percent Foreign-born Population 
Total NYC Population, Total Muslim, and Top Muslim Countries
New York City, 2012-2016
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau/IPUMS, 2012-2016 American Community Survey-Public Use Microdata Sample

Population Division-New York City Department of City Planning

Debbie Almontaser- Emgage



Percent of the Population* Not Proficient in English
Total NYC Population, Total Muslim, and Top Muslim Countries
New York City, 2012-2016
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* Population 5 years and over
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau/IPUMS, 2012-2016 American Community Survey-Public Use Microdata Sample

Population Division-New York City Department of City Planning
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Percent Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
Total NYC Population, Total Muslim, and Top Muslim Countries
New York City, 2012-2016
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau/IPUMS, 2012-2016 American Community Survey-Public Use Microdata Sample

Population Division-New York City Department of City Planning

* Population 25 years and over
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Percent of the Population Below Poverty
Total NYC Population, Total Muslim, and Top Muslim Countries
New York City, 2012-2016
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau/IPUMS, 2012-2016 American Community Survey-Public Use Microdata Sample

Population Division-New York City Department of City Planning
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: These 2 maps overlays Andrew Yang mayoral
candidate voters over Congressional and City Council districts. It
indicates how that particular constituency is split preventing it
from forming a majority in any one particular district. In
particular, the demographics are particularly disparate in
Congressional district 10 which combines low income immigrant
Asians with affluent Manhattan Upper Westsiders.
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Chinese-American Planning Council, Inc. 
Testimony Before the New York State Independent Redistricting Commission

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. The mission of the Chinese-American Planning Council
(CPC) is to promote social and economic empowerment of Chinese American, immigrant, and
low-income communities. CPC was founded in 1965 as a grassroots, community-based
organization in response to the end of the Chinese Exclusion years and the passing of the
Immigration Reform Act of 1965.  CPC is a member organization of the APA VOICE Redistricting
Task Force and as a member of the New York Immigration Coalition, a part of a statewide
coalition called Mapping Our Future.

Asian Pacific Americans are the fastest growing population in New York City, representing at least
15% of the general population. The greater New York metropolitan area is home to the largest
ethnic Chinese population outside of Asia and is the largest metropolitan APA population in the
nation. Despite this explosion of growth, there are only a handful of APA elected federal and state
officials in New York. Only in 2017 was an APA Task Force formed at the state level to represent
community interests. As the fastest growing racial group, there needs to be serious consideration
given to ensuring that those numbers, and the communities in which they share multiple interests
are respected, kept whole and have the political influence that is representative of our
communities. Our communities should have an equal opportunity to participate in the political
process and elect the candidates of our choice. 

CPC directly serves the APA communities in Brooklyn from our Community Center in Sunset Park
which provides borough-wide services in English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Fujianese, and
Toishanese. These services include childhood education, nutrition, mental health, senior services,
career services, immigration legal help, and more to nearly 24,000 community members. These
programs reach far beyond Sunset Park and community members from across Brooklyn including
Bensonhurst, Homecrest, and Sheepshead Bay come to our Sunset Park office for these
services. Those four neighborhoods: Sunset Park, Bensonhurst, Homecrest, and Sheepshead
Bay constitute a community of interest with a shared need for culturally responsive services and
should be part of the same state senate district so the voices of the APA community are heard.

On the federal level, Manhattan’s Chinatown and Brooklyn’s Sunset Park (two of the seven
Chinatowns in the New York metropolitan area) are an APA community of interest and should be
kept together in the same congressional district. CPC serves Manhattan Chinatown and Lower
Manhattan from several locations in Manhattan. Nearly 15,000 Manhattan residents receive our
services. These communities share similar needs with respect to language access, access to
government programs, and services provided by CPC.

Similarly, Bath Beach, a portion of Bensonhurst, half of Homecrest and Gravesend is placed with
all of Staten Island in Congressional District 11. Bath Beach has much more in common with
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Bensonhurst than Staten Island. Homecrest should not be divided into two Congressional
districts, but kept whole with Gravesend and Sheepshead Bay in the same congressional district.
Otherwise, the concerns of Staten Island will always dominate the needs of this small part of the
APA community in Brooklyn.

In Queens, CPC serves the APA communities from our community center in downtown Flushing.
This community center is a 10-story, 31,000 square-foot, community hub which provides
borough-wide services in English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Fujianese, and Spanish. Based on our
community services, we urge that Flushing remain whole and be the epicenter of a majority Asian
American State Senate District. The services provided reach about one thousand people daily
from every council district in Queens, including the neighborhoods of Elmhurst and Richmond
Hill. Intergenerational services include an early childhood center and playground, youth services,
college readiness, workforce development, adult literacy, immigration counseling, a senior center,
and services to families with special needs all in culturally sensitive and linguistic appropriate
programming. The neighborhoods of Elmhurst and Richmond Hill are two of the fastest growing
neighborhoods of APA residents in the past 10 years, not just in Queens but all of NYC. In order
to prevent the dilution of APA community power and representation, we urge the Commission to
keep the neighborhoods of Elmhurst and Richmond Hill intact when drawing up district lines.

Unfair redistricting will divide rapidly growing communities, minimize their concerns, and deprive
them of effective representation for years to come. We look forward to working with partners and
elected officials to implement an equitable redistricting process. CPC appreciates the opportunity
to testify on these issues that so greatly impact the communities we serve. Thank you.
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