






















My name is Brian E Wells 

I am the Chairman of Hamilton County 

I testify today in support of the existing Assembly redistricting maps, which I believe are drawn 

in accordance with the laws of this State, whereas the proposed IRC draft plan appears to be 

drawn in violation of the current law. 

Under the State Constitution, the Assembly map should promote the maintenance of existing districts, 

pre-existing political subdivisions, including counties, cities, and towns, and of communities of interest. 

Under the current map, Hamilton County is almost completely contained within the 118th Assembly 

District. However, under the IRC's draft plan, Hamilton County is now split between the 115th and118th 

Districts. Dividing up Hamilton County violates the principle of keeping counties intact. 

Hamilton County is the core county of the Adirondack Region, yet the draft plan combines its 

Adirondack community with Cooperstown in the Catskills. A 5,000 plus community in the Adirondacks 

deserves to be kept intact to ensure its voice is consistent with the fact that it is one of the largest 

counties in the state and the only one without a stop light. 

Under the Constitution, each district shall be as compact in form as practicable and consist of 

contiguous territory. In the current Assembly Map, the 118th Assembly Districts is as compactly drawn 

as possible. In the draft plan, the districts look like a jigsaw puzzle with Hamilton County divided in the 

middle. 

Districts cannot be drawn to discourage competition or for the purpose of favoring or disfavoring 

incumbents. The draft IRC map was drawn to disfavor incumbency since the current representative of 

the 118 th District has been drawn out of his district and placed into another district. The current 

Assembly map is a better example of one that promotes competition and consistency in representation 

when compared to the !RC plan. 

Questions for the Commission: 

Can you please provide an outline of the input and meetings that took place prior to the release of 

the draft map on December 1, 2022? 

How many times did the Commission meet prior to releasing a draft map? 
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OSWEGO COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

Phone (315) 349-8230 

Fax (315) 349-8237 

COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING - 46 EAST BRIDGE STREET OSWEGO, NEW YORK 13126 
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CHAIRMAN 
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BETSY SHERMAN-SAUNDERS 
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EMAIL: betsy. saunders@oswegocounly.com 

Good afternoon Commissioners: 

My name is James Weatherup and I am the Chairman of the Oswego County Legislature. I write today to provide 

comments on your latest proposed Assembly plan and suggestions for how the County of Oswego should be included in the 
drawing of your next Assembly plan in April. 

As you all know, keeping community of interest's whole is a primary principle ofredistricting. Few things would better 
represent this than by keeping the County of Oswego whole in any Assembly plan. That is what was done in the current 

map, what was undone in the latest IRC proposal, and what should be fixed in the IRC's next proposal. 

The 2020 Census population of Oswego County is 117,525. This number is smaller than the average Assembly population. 
Because of this, I would suggest that the County of Oswego be kept wholly within one district for all future proposed 

Assembly plans. 

Oswego County is a county with its own unique issues and concerns. We would like to have a single Assemblyperson who 

would be dedicated to those issues that the residents of Oswego County care most about. 

ersigned Oswego County Legislators Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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VILLAGE OF HANNIBAL 

Mayor 
Ronald Greenleaf 
DrawerB 
824 State Route 34 
Hannibal, NY 13074 

February 6 ,2023 

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS 1860 -2010 

Elizabeth Quaile Clerk/Treasurer 

Independent Redistricting Commission 
250 Broadway ,22nd Floor 
New York ,New York 10007 

Dear Commissioners, 

Board of Trustees 
Charles Fadden 
Terry M. Wilbur 

Wendell Blanchard 
Gordon Kellogg 

TDD 1(800) 795-3272 
Telephone (315) 564-6037 

Fax (315) 564-7379 

I am writing to Express our strong support for keeping the County of Oswego whole in 
your next proposed Assembly plan . The principle of maintaining continuity within 
communities of interest is a critical aspect ofredistricting ,there being no better example 
than the City of Oswego . Here in Hannibal we were split prior to the formation of the 
present district and really felt separated from our neighbors to the east whom we had 
close ties with. 

As you are aware ,Oswego County's population is smaller than the average Assembly 
District . Because of this , it would be in the best interest of the residents of Oswego 
County to have a single Assemblyperson who is dedicated to addressing the specific 
issues that are important to them . Keeping the County whole would allow for a more 
effective and efficient representation of the resident's needs and concerns 

I urge you to consider the importance of keeping Oswego County whole in your next 
proposed Assembly plan. The residents of Oswego County deserve a representative who 
is able to fully understand and address their unique concerns and keeping the County 
whole is the best way to ensure that they have that representation. Thank you for and 
your time and consideration 

Sincerely, 

?�c-0� 
Roanld Greenleaf 
Mayor Village of Hannibal 

The Village of Hannibal is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.Complaints of 
discrimination should be sent to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Ave., S.W. Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 1(800) 795-3272(voice) or 
(202) 720-6382 (TDD)



February 8'", 2023 

Dear Commissioners, 

Village of Parish 
2938 East Main St., PO Box 308, Parish, NY 13131 

Phone: (315) 625-4592 ~ Fax: (315) 625-4791 
www.vmageofparish-ny.us 

TDD: 711 

My name is Kathryn Perkins, Mayor of Parish NY. 

I am writing to express our strong support for keeping the County of Oswego whole in your next 
proposed Assembly plan_ The principle of maintaining continuity within communities of interest is a 
critical aspect of redistricting, and there is no better example of this than the City of Oswego_ 

As you are aware, Oswego County's population is smaller than the average Assembly District. Because 
ofthis, it would be in the best interest of the residents of Oswego County to have a single 
Assemblyperson who is dedicated to addressing the specific issues that are important to them. Keeping 
the County whole would allow for a more effective and efficient representation of the residents' needs 
and concerns. 

I urge you to consider the importance of keeping Oswego County whole in your next proposed 
Assembly plan. The residents of Oswego County deserve a representative who is able to fully 
understand and address their uniqu concerns and keeping the County whole is the best way to ensure 
they have that representation. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

i{l-!vr�]l-Ll( � 
Kathryn Perkins 
Mayor 













































A Not:for-Profit Corporation 

east sixties neighborhood association, inc. 
PO Box 1855 

New York, NY 10021-0048 

212-755-1296 • info@esna-nyc.com • www.esna-nyc.com

Hon. Ken Jenkins, Chair 
Hon. Charles Nesbitt, Vice Chair 
Attention: Submissions, 
Independent Redistricting Commission 
250 Broadway, 22nd Floor, 
New York, New York I 0007 

Dear Hon, Jenkins, Chair and Hon. Nesbitt, Vice Chair, 

I write to express my strong opposition to the Commission's draft plan that would move portions of the 
East Sixties, Sutton Place, Roosevelt Island and other parts of the east side into Assembly District 36 in 
Queens. 

The draft proposal clearly violates several New York State Constitutional districting requirements. 
Specifically, the draft (I) is not contiguous and compact; (2) fails to consider pre-existing political 
subdivisions and communities of interest; and (3) defies citizens' reasonable expectations of rational line 
drawing. 

Even the location of an Assembly District Office is complicated by this irrational two-borough district 
plan. Will the Assembly Member have a district office in Manhattan and Roosevelt Island to serve the 
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Community Districts 6 & 8 & Roosevelt Island? 
Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy, 
including but not limited to congestion pricing. 

The various communities of interest on both sides of the East River face different issues regarding 
housing, tax policy, transportation, open space and other matters. The draft proposal would create practical 
difficulties in the provision of governmental services. 

A defining element of the East Side's neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and 
research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly 
impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, New York Presbyterian/Weill 
Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan 
elected officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions 
with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Assembly Member be in this regard? 

I and my neighbors successfully beat back a similar proposal involving City Council districts this past 
summer. While the law and the process may be different, the essential concepts of good government and 
rational line drawing remain the same. I strongly urge you to scrap the draft plan and not create a two­
borough district. 





































-
A Not-for-Profit Corporation 

east sixties neighborhood association, inc. 
POBox1855 

New York, NY 10021-0048 

212-755-1296 • info@esna-nyc.com • www .esna-nyc.com 

Hon. Ken Jenkins, Chair 

Hon. Charles Nesbitt, Vice Chair 
Attention: Submissions, 
Independent Redistricting Commission 
250 Broadway, 22nd Floor, 
New Y orlc, New York l 0007 

Dear Hon, Jenkins, Chair and Hon. Nesbitt, Vice Chair, 

I write to express my strong opposition to the Commission's draft plan that wonld move portions of the 
East Sixties, Sutton Place, Roosevelt Island and other parts of the east side into Assembly District 36 in 
Queens. 

The draft proposal clearly violates several New York State Constitutional districting requirements. 
Specifically, the draft (l) is not contiguous and compact; (2) fails to consider pre-existing political 
subdivisions and communities of interest; and (3) defies citizens' reasonable expectations of rational line 
drawing. 

Even the location of an Assembly District Office is complicated by this irrational two-borough district 
plan. Will the Assembly Member have a district office in Manhattan and Roosevelt Island to serve the 
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Community Districts 6 & 8 & Roosevelt Island? 
Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy, 
including but not limited to congestion pricing. 

The various communities of interest on both sides of the East River face different issues regarding 
housing, tax policy, transportation, open space and other matters. The draft proposal would create practical 
difficulties in the provision of governmental services. 

A defining element of the East Side's neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and 
research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly 
impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, New York Presbyterian/Weill 
Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan 
elected officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions 
with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Assembly Member be in this regard? 

I and my neighbors successfully beat back a similar proposal involving City Council districts this past 
summer. While the law and the process may be different, 1he essential concepts of good government and 
rational line drawing remain the same. I strongly urge you to scrap the draft plan and not create a two­
borough district. 

Respectfully, 
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A Not-for-Pro.fit Co1poration 

east sixties neighborhood association, inc. 
PO Box 1855 

New York, NY 10021-0048 

212-755-1296 • info@esna-nyc.com • www.esna-nyc.com

Hon. Ken Jenkins, Chair 
Hon. Charles Nesbitt, Vice Chair 
Attention: Submissions, 
Independent Redistricting Commission 
250 Broadway, 22nd Floor, 
New York, New York 10007 

Dear Hon, Jenkins, Chair and Hon. Nesbitt, Vice Chair, 

I write to express my strong opposition to the Commission's draft plan that would move portions of the 
East Sixties, Sutton Place, Roosevelt Island and other parts of the east side into Assembly District 36 in 
Queens. 

The draft proposal clearly violates several New York State Constitutional districting requirements. 
Specifically, the draft (1) is not contiguous and compact; (2) fails to consider pre-existing political 
subdivisions and communities of interest; and (3) defies citizens' reasonable expectations of rational line 
drawing. 

Even the location of an Assembly District Office is complicated by this irrational two-borough district 
plan. Will the Assembly Member have a district office in Manhattan and Roosevelt Island to serve the 
needs of the extraordinarily high percentage of seniors in Community Districts 6 & 8 & Roosevelt Island? 
Manhattan and Queens residents may hold vastly different positions on important matters of public policy, 
including bnt not limited to congestion pricing. 

The various communities of interest on both sides of the East River face different issues regarding 
housing, tax policy, transportation, open space and other matters. The draft proposal would create practical 
difficulties in the provision of govermnental services. 

A def ming element of the East Side's neighborhood character is the presence of numerous medical and 
research facilities with sprawling, densely populated campuses. Among those institutions directly 
impacted by the proposed new lines are: Hospital for Special Surgery, New York Presbyterian/Weill 
Cornell, Schwarzman Animal Medical Center, Rockefeller University and Cornell Tech. Manhattan 
elected officials have years of experience and expertise in addressing the compatibility of these institutions 
with surrounding residential areas. How effective will a Queens Assembly Member be in this regard? 

I and my neighbors successfully beat back a similar proposal involving City Council districts this past 
smnmer. While the law and the process may be different, the essential concepts of good govermnent and 
rational line drawing remain the same. I strongly urge you to scrap the draft plan and not create a two­
borough district. 
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