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REDISTRICTING JUSTICE & DEMOCRACY ALLIANCE 
125-07 Liberty Avenue  

Richmond Hill, NY 11419 
ourvoicesunited999@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 
 

February 9, 2023 

Honorable Commissioners 
NYS Independent Redistricting Commission, 
 

PLEASE RE-APPROVE ATTACHED ASSEMBLY DISTRICT MAP 24 
INTACT AS CONFIGURED AND AGREED TO BY ALL OF YOU IN 

BIPARTISAN CONSENSUS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR MANDATE, 
OATH AND DUTY 

 
We are a diverse alliance of over 500 leaders formed to protect AD 24 Map 

from being gerrymandered again. Thank you ALL for your leadership and wisdom 
in drawing a consensus, bipartisan agreed upon AD 24 Map, attached, which 
complies with the principles of the US Constitution, NY State Constitution, census, 
redistricting, fairness and equity. Special thanks to all of you for your public 
service, intuition and leadership.  

Please pass this map as a conjoint, compact, consensus and contiguous district, 
defined by natural borders. It cannot get any better than this! 

As confirmed recently by the NY Times and other informative sources attached, 
your initiative complies with the law, human rights and decency. You must defeat 
decades of gerrymandering, cronyism and special interests strongholds, instituted 
by the incumbents themselves. As the NY Times has shown, it is impossible for us 
to hold 7 elected officials accountable, who are all evading us, and consider us 
filler, apartheid style. “Ejaz Nabie, a pastor in a section of Queens that is heavily 
Indo-Caribbean and Punjabi, related, “I’m trying to hold seven persons 
accountable who are all evading me,” he said. That is why we need a voice! 

Citywide publications, good government and democracy groups and 
demographers have confirmed this, ad nauseam. See, e.g., 
https://www.thecity.nyc/2021/8/12/22622709/nyc-asian-surging-population-

https://www.thecity.nyc/2021/8/12/22622709/nyc-asian-surging-population-electoral-power
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electoral-power. Even though there was an undercount due to deportation fears, 
distrust and frustration with the system, and systemic misidentification as Indo-
Caribbeans, South Asian, West Indian, Asian Pacific, in Queens, “our Asian 
population grew 29%, to nearly 706,000 out of 2.4 million residents, far outpacing 
the borough’s overall 7.8% population growth.” This is common knowledge. 

This proposed district will keep our neighborhoods and communities intact, 
with established ties of common interest, ownership and association, grounded in 
historical, racial, economic, ethnic, religious, and other ties, while preventing 
conflict with other communities like Rochdale Village, Howard Beach, 
Woodhaven and Glendale. 

We need united, strong voices and responsive leadership to lift our struggling 
community out of this pandemic. Lack of progress and hope will cripple us, unless 
you unite us, and let democracy prevail. We have enough constituents to form a 
mass here, and trailblazers like Albert Baldeo, Taj Rajkumar, Richard and Denny 
Bhagwandin have shown that we can elect our own representatives also. 

This is about us, and not about the politicians who have failed to represent us, 
while favoring other groups. Our  children and adolescents are the leaders of 
tomorrow. The absence of our schools being united in a common school district in 
Richmond Hill, Ozone Park and South Ozone Park, has caused us to miss out 
painfully on a consensus curriculum of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM), have no access to common strategy, and greatly, suffer from the 
absence of teachers who can both connect and understand the diversity of their 
heritage, culture, strengths and weaknesses. 

We are the largest group in New York City, and the largest settlement and 
conglomeration of folks who can trace their ancestry to South Asia, South and 
Central America, the Caribbean and the West Indies. Moreover, as new, first and 
second generation Americans, we share many common bonds, and are one large 
family. 

Our mission is to keep residents and voters in those communities together in 
one district, so that we can obtain common solutions to our issues and problems 
that affect our families on a daily basis. Many of us are essential workers and 
working families, whose children have served, defended and died for America-
proudly, yet we are treated like outsiders! Statistics prove we pay more taxes, and 
depend on less public assistance, than other Americans! Please stop dividing and 
fragmenting us, and give us justice! 

https://www.thecity.nyc/2021/8/12/22622709/nyc-asian-surging-population-electoral-power
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It behooves you to act accordingly and unite us as a community, and not use us 
as sliced and diced fillers for other more established communities. Our elected 
officials and their staff do not look like us, nor care about us. They do not 
understand our customs, language or heritage, and exploit them where possible in a 
“divide and rule policy.” They treat us as if we are from a different planet. They 
look down upon us, and are imported from other communities. Many of us are 
turned away because there is no one who speaks their language, only crony 
employees as dictated by vested interests. 

Gerrymandering has divided and crippled us. Economic engines like Resorts 
World and JFK Airport, located in our own community, deprive us of jobs and 
wages, in favor of outsiders. We have no senior centers, food pantries, homeless 
shelters, public benefits offices, basic federal, city and state services, foreclosure 
relief, small businesses lifelines, our kids have trailer parks for classrooms and our 
schools are diminished with poor performances and threatened closures.  

Consequently, during COVID-19, we had the highest casualties, and could not 
even afford to  bury our dead. No elected officials came here, not even 1-no masks, 
no safety equipment, no sanitizers. Our corpses were thrown in multiple trailers 
and trucks with ice, after being kicked out of hospital beds prematurely, before 
being buried. Our elected officials treat us as second class citizens-Jenifer 
Rajkumar, David Weprin, Joe Addabbo are both MIA, and deceive us that they 
have made strides for us, like falsely proclaiming Diwali a school holiday, refuse 
to vote for Good Cause Eviction Relief, turn their backs on homeowners who are 
forced to lose their homes, etc. The Mayor also duped us about Diwali, false 
promises are made every day, they gaslight and exploit us. This cabal enjoys great 
personal life styles, but do not help us, feasting on our tax dollars. They do not 
even live in Richmond Hill, or South Ozone Park, and have no offices here, so 
what do they care? Jenifer Rajkumar is a carpet bagger who lives in Manhattan, a 
disinterested implant who could not even hire one of us to help her largest base of 
constituents! Rajkumar’s entire staff is white, and Manhattan based, in a minority 
community! 

This cycle of poverty and deprivation will continue apartheid-style unabated, 
unless, and until you intervene to give us a seat where immigrant services, 
community centers, sports facilities, increased job training and health clinics, and a 
better standard of living can be obtained. All we want is the basic requirements 
being Americans confer upon us. It is time you end this disgrace to humanity!    
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AD 24 deserves a fair chance to elect someone who knows and cares about their 
issues. District Leader Albert Baldeo was initially declared the new State Senator, 
when he received 49.5 % of the votes in 2006 for a State Senate seat, but the 
cronies and status quo strong armed us, reversed his monumental victory by 500 
votes. Baldeo was also elected District Leader in 2 different Assembly districts, 
AD 38 (2008), and AD 24 (2022), which comprise this current district, and another 
Guyanese-American/Indo-Caribbean/South Asian, Richard David, was elected in 
the adjoining district of AD 31. This clearly establishes that we should have, at a 
minimum, a combined Assembly district, encompassing these neighborhoods. 
Based on history and demographics, it is a spectacular bipartisan district, where 
constituents know that representation is more important than party affiliation. 

Please be wary of being made the scapegoats and publicly shamed if you fail to 
agree on this bipartisan map, and have the legislators deceive you. They are 
prepared to betray over 20 million New Yorkers, including hundreds who attended 
your hearings all over the length and breadth of New York State, and braved and 
risked the pandemic, and $4 million of our tax dollars will have been wantonly 
wasted. The blame game will affect future commissions. 

Worse yet, you will be putting it in the hands of the self-serving, self-preserving 
State legislators and incumbents who embarrassed us and caused us to be here in 
the first place, 2 years late already! Thankfully the Court has asked you to review 
and approve your earlier, objective efforts, over their gerrymandering, corruption 
and illegality. We plan to go back to the Judge, if these legislators continue to 
choose their constituents, defy the Court’s instructions, instead of having the voters 
choose them.  Don’t be party to the corrupt interests who have failed us for 
decades.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/10/nyregion/redistricting-queens-asians-
nyc.html 

The evidence on the record, from the numerous religious, business and 
community leaders and organizations, who have ALL testified to keep South 
Ozone Park, Ozone Park and Richmond Hill as one Community of Interest as the 
Redistricting Draft, AD 24, (Assembly District) is both compelling and 
enlightening. Thank you.  

Sgd. 

Pdt. Doobay, Rabbi Marchant, Rev. Harris, Imam Chowdhury, and other leaders,  

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/10/nyregion/redistricting-queens-asians-nyc.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/10/nyregion/redistricting-queens-asians-nyc.html
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