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South Ozone Park, Richmond Hill and Ozone Park 
United for Justice & Empowerment 

114-06 Rockaway Boulevard 
Richmond Hill, NY 11420 

____________________________________________ 
 

2/8/23 
 

TESTIMONY 

Petition to unite South Ozone Park, Richmond Hill and Ozone Park, in Queens, 
NYC, our communities of common interests, into one (1) State Assembly District 

in accordance with the NYS, US Constitutions, Voting Rights Act, justice and 
fairness 

Attention: To The NYS IRC, Legislature and Leaders, LATFOR 

- We are a group empowered to secure justice for our diluted, 7 splintered and 
marginalized communities, which includes advocacy before you and, if 
necessary, bringing legal action. After 4 decades of lobbying/ pleading, we are 
fed up, nothing has changed, in fact, it has gotten worse, and our highest COVID 
disasters and deaths due to lack of attention and inaction are the last straws. 
See betrayal map attached: sliced and diced! 

- We wholeheartedly accept State Assembly Map AD 24/Map AL version of the 
above communities of interest as a unified, compact and contiguous district. In 
fact, both Democrats and Republicans on the Independent Redistricting 
Commission (IRC) have agreed to keep the South Asian districts of Richmond Hill 
and South Ozone Park united in proposed Map AD 24. See consensus, compact 
map attached. 

- This is the ONLY map both Republicans and Democrats agree on, almost 100%, 
which confirms that you must take notice of this unprecedented and dispositive 
agreement that these communities should be kept together, no matter what! 
We urge, and advise, the entire NYS IRC, Legislature, et al, to embrace this map-
everyone! It is the right thing to do. It is a bona fide effort. 

- Any other versions will result in communities being drawn that have no 
compactness, community of interests, commonality, characteristics, nor 
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contiguity with Richmond Hill and/or Ozone Park and/or South Ozone Park, 
whatsoever. We must choose who represent us, not vice versa.  

- These districts comply fully with the principles and requirements of the “block 
on border.” As you are aware, we are currently segregated into 7 different 
Assembly Districts, making it impossible for our communities to receive services 
responsive to our economic, medical, educational, dietary, vocational, small 
business, ethnic, religious, historical, racial, cultural, language, customs and/or 
other needs, and/or coalesce around a representative focused on our priorities. 
We have been abused as mere fillers for others. 

- As the current 2021 census data undoubtedly shows, our numbers have 
increased exponentially. They demand, justify and mandate a united State 
Assembly district, at a minimum. These census numbers confirm the largest 
increase in our numbers of South Asians, Latinos and African Americans, a 
protected class, residing in Richmond Hill, South Ozone Park and Ozone Park.  

- In Queens, our Asian population grew 29%, to nearly 706,000 out of 2.4 million 
residents, far outpacing the borough’s overall 7.8% population growth, and 
Richmond Hill, Ozone Park and South Ozone Park is the center of gravity of this 
massive increase in numbers, even though we were undercounted due to 
deportation and building inspectors phobia! 

- Of course, the failure by this Legislature to act, will only result in the continued 
dilution and disregard of our issues, advocacy and problems, while diminishing 
your duties and responsibilities, as per your mandate. We are entitled to these 
stated majority-minority districts. You know it, we know it, the Courts know it! 
SHAME ON YOU IF YOU DO OTHERWISE! 

- Voters will also be informed of any negligent and/or rogue action by rogue 
legislators, conflicts of interest, self-service, and they will be voted out of office. 
Your ouster will also be justified, for failing to adhere to the people’s wishes. 
You will be in dereliction of your duties. This contempt and disregard for the 
Supreme Court and Judge Love who sent the maps back for agreement by you, 
will trigger penalties and just derision.  

- We therefore pray and beseech of you, in accordance with your sworn duties, 
good conscience, justice, the Voting Rights Act and the NY and US Constitutions, 
and on account of the fact that these districts share common established ties of 
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common interest and association, that it is only right that you keep our 
neighborhoods and communities intact, as an Assembly District, as is herein 
requested.  

- Or let a Judge/Referee draw us our districts, and abolish so-called 
“independent redistricting,” where you will have duped 20 million New Yorkers 
and wasted $4 million funds allocated to this dog and pony circus and con artist 
schemes! We have suffered long enough. Enough of this charade! 

THIS SUBMISSION SHALL CONSTITUTE NOTICE OF INTENDED LEGAL ACTIONS 
AGAINST ALL THOSE CONCERNED, AND/OR COMPLICIT IN ANY FAILURE TO 
APPROVE THE PROPOSED STATE ASSEMBLY AD 24/MAP “AL.” 

Respectfully submitted. 

Thank you for your kind courtesies and consideration.  

Ralph Bedessi (Sgd) 

President & Legal Coordinator 
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